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6HW2QRQHVLGH'DZQ¶VURRP+HUURRPLVDQH[SUHVVLRQRIKHUSHUVRQDOLW\
fragmented. A bed, a cheap student type desk with a computer on it. A chair. Fluffy
stuffed toys. Hanging up, a large image of the Red Army Faction (aka BaaderMeinhof gang) symbol, five pointed star with superimposed Heckler & Koch machine
pistol. Also, smaller photographs of members of the R.A.F., Ulrike Meinhof with her
hands on her head. Irene Goergens and Ingrid Schubert looking cool and attractive.
$QGUHDV%DDGHUDVOHHSRUSRVVLEO\GHDGKDQJLQJRYHU'DZQ¶VEHG

2QWKHRWKHUVLGH'DZQ¶VSDUHQWVVSDFH$GRPHVtic sitting room. Very ordinary.
Comfy chairs. A television. A coffee table. Drab and unimaginative; repressed
IHHOLQJ8SVWDJHDVZLYHOFKDLUORFDWHGEHWZHHQWKHSDUHQW¶VVSDFHDQG'DZQ¶V
space, will be occupied by the social worker, at times thiVZLOOEHFRPH52%,1¶6
interview room, at others it is just a neutral place. The social worker swivels in the
chair to face now one space, now the other, to indicate whose space she is sharing
at a given moment. Scene transitions should be seamless, with no break in
action/speech, unless indicated otherwise.

All the actors remain on stage throughout. The set should be open and abstract,
essentially one space, with no fixed boundaries between areas.
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Cast:
DAWN HOLMES

Early twenties.

FRANCIS HOLMES

DawQ¶VIDWKHUPLGGOHDJHG

ALICE HOLMES

'DZQ¶VPRWKHUPLGGOHDJHG

ROBIN CRAWFORD

Psychiatric social worker, a man, early 30s.

Dialogue placed side by side is to be spoken simultaneously or overlap.
- at the end of a sentence indicates words cut off by next speaker.
. . . indicates hesitation.

6FHQHVPDUNHGµ1RZ¶VKRXOGKDYHDGLIIHUHQWOLJKWLQJVFKHPH OHVVQDWXUDOLVWLFDVLI
the present is less real than the past) to indicate they take place in a different
VLWXDWLRQWRVFHQHVPDUNHGµ7KHQ¶

At the start Dawn and her parents are already in their respective spaces. As the
audience enters the parents are watching T.V., Dawn reads a book on the BaaderMeinhof. Industrial, metallic sounding percussive music, such as the instrumental
SDVVDJHVLQµ-R\¶Ey P.J.Harvey on a loop.

N.B. The opening three speeches must start simultaneously and run concurrently.
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Scene 1 (Then.)

The family home.

DAWN

ALICE

FRANCIS

(YHU\VXPPHUZH¶GJRWR

,GRQ¶WNQRZZKDWWRVD\

It was different in my day.

Margate. I used to like to

What do you want me to

<RXGLGQ¶WH[SHFW

JRWR'UHDPODQG,GLGQ¶W

say? I never know what to

anything. Nowadays

go for the rides. They had

say. It makes me feel

everybody expects

this man, he guessed your

uncomfortable; not

everything to be given

ZHLJKWDQGHYHU\\HDU,¶G

knowing, not knowing

WKHP,W¶VWRRHDV\IRU

go and have my weight

what to say. Everybody

them. They expect

guessed, and he always

else always seems to

HYHU\WKLQJ:HOOLWGRHVQ¶W

got it right. He felt you all

have something to say:

work that way, you know

over, quickly, efficiently,

EXW,GRQ¶W7KH\VD\

LW,NQRZLW(YHU\ERG\¶V

impersonally, he felt your

WKLQJVEXWLWGRHVQ¶WPHDQ JRWSUREOHPV7KHUH¶V

bones through your skin. I

WKH\¶UHWUXHMXVWEHFDXVH

nothing unusual about

ZDVQ¶WJDPEOLQJ,NQHZ

they say them, does it. I

WKDW:KRKDVQ¶WJRW

,¶GORVH,ZHQWWREHIelt all

could say a lot of things;

problHPVHKWKDW¶VZKDW

over impersonally. When

EXW,GRQ¶W

,¶GOLNHWRNQRZ

he felt my bones I knew,
for the first time, I really
existed.
ROBIN

[ROBIN enters the acting area from the direction of the
auditorium. As he enters ALICE and FRANCIS see him and
stop talking, DAWN continues a little longer, then stops.
Silence. Robin hesitates for a moment, then sits in the swivel
FKDLUORFDWHGEHWZHHQWKHSDUHQW¶VVSDFHDQG'DZQ¶VVSDFH
'DZQ¶VSDUHQWVWKDQNIXOO\ZDWFK79ZKHQHYHUWKH\DUHQRW
being interviewed. The man occasionally scans the Daily
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Express newspaper. The woman occasionally reads a Maeve
Binchy novel or knits. Slowly Robin swivels the chair to face
Dawn, who begins to speak.]
DAWN

I dreamed I was dead.

ROBIN

What happened?

DAWN

In the dream?

ROBIN

Yes.

DAWN

,ZDVGHDGEXW,GLGQ¶WNQRZ,ZDVGHDGDQG,FRXOGQ¶W
understand why ever\RQHZDVLJQRULQJPH,¶GJRXSWRSHRSOH
DQGVD\KHOORDQGWKH\¶GMXVWORRNWKURXJKPH$VLI,ZDVQ¶W
there. I was dead, you see. I could see them but they, they
FRXOGQ¶WVHHPH

ROBIN

Because you were ±

DAWN

Dead. Yes, because . . . because . . . WKDW¶VWKHRQO\
H[SODQDWLRQ,¶GVSHDNDQGQRERG\ZRXOGKHDUPH,,FRXOG
KHDUP\YRLFHEXW,ZDVQ¶WPDNLQJDVRXQG,FRXOGQ¶WUHDFK
WKHP,FRXOGQ¶WWRXFKWKHPWKH\ZRXOGSDVVULJKWWKURXJKPH

ROBIN

Like a, ghost?

DAWN

Yes. I was so lonely. I tried . . . I kept trying to, communicate,
EXW,FRXOGQ¶WWRWHOOWKHP,ZDVWKHUHEXWQRRQHZRXOG
listen.

ROBIN

Then what happened?

DAWN

I woke up.

Scene 2 (Then.)

>52%,1WXUQVWRWKHSDUHQWV¶DUHD@

ROBIN

The first time Dawn had to be hospitalised, what did you think?

ALICE

Well . . .

FRANCIS

It was a nasty shock.
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ALICE

You can say that again.

FRANCIS

It was a surprise.

ALICE

We had no inkling you see.

FRANCIS

None at all.

ALICE

None.

ROBIN

<RXGLGQ¶WWKLQN'DZQKDGEHHQacting strangely before -

ALICE

Well, it all depends what you mean by strange.

FRANCIS

You get used to it.

ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

Take it for granted. All kids are strange, if you ask me.

ROBIN

Yes but -

FRANCIS

7KH\¶UHDQXQJUDWHIXOORW<RXGRHYHUything for them.

ALICE

Everything.

FRANCIS

And get no thanks.

ALICE

No thanks.

FRANCIS

$QG\RXNHHSKRSLQJLW¶VJRLQJWRJHWEHWWHU

ALICE

Yes, better.

FRANCIS

Easier.

ALICE

Certainly easier.

FRANCIS

And it never does.

ALICE

No.

FRANCIS

It never bloody does. [Pause.] It makes you wonder.

ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

It makes you wonder why you bother. [Pause.] Why have
them in the first place. Why not just . . . just, you know.

ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

,W¶VWUXHLVQ¶WLW"
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ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

Everything I say.

ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

,W¶VWUXH(YHU\EORRG\ZRUG

ALICE

Yes.

ROBIN

How are things now?

FRANCIS

Better.

ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

,¶GVD\RQWKHZKROHWKLQJVDUHEHWWHU

ALICE

When she came out of hospital we were a bit worried at first,
ZHUHQ¶WZe.

FRANCIS

Yes.

ROBIN

Worried about?

ALICE

:HOOZHZHUHQ¶WVXUHLIZHFRXOGFRSHRUVKH'DZQLI
Dawn could cope.

ROBIN

And how is it?

ALICE

:H¶UHPDQDJLQJDUHQ¶WZH

FRANCIS

Managing, yes, managing, we always manage, somehow.

ROBIN

Any particular, difficulties?

ALICE

Not really.

FRANCIS

No.

ALICE

<RXNQRZZKDW'DZQ¶VOLNH

FRANCIS

She flies off the handle sometimes.

ALICE

We just ignore her, you know, let her get on with it.

ROBIN

And does that work?

ALICE

What?

ROBIN

Ignoring her ± does that work?
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ALICE

Yes, I suppose it does. She calms down eventually.

FRANCIS

The more you argue the worse it gets.

ALICE

,WZRUNVIRUXV:HMXVWZDQWDTXLHWOLIH>7R)5$1&,6@,W¶V
JHWWLQJEHWWHUWKRXJKLVQ¶WLW"

FRANCIS

Yes.

ALICE

6KH¶Vbetter now.

FRANCIS

Yes, much better.

ALICE

[Ingratiatingly to ROBIN.] Thanks to you. [Pause.] I must say,
\RX¶YHGRQHZRQGHUVZLWKKHU6KHWDONVQRZDQGHYHU\WKLQJ

ROBIN

Good.

ALICE

,WJDYHXVVXFKDVKRFNZKHQVKHZRXOGQ¶WWDONRUHDWRU
an\WKLQJ:KDW¶VLW\RXFDOOHGLW"

ROBIN

Catatonic withdrawal.

ALICE

7KDW¶VLW

ROBIN

,WGRHVQ¶WXVXDOO\ODVWORQJEXWLW¶VEHVWWRDGPLWSHRSOHZKRDUH
in that condition.

FRANCIS

,WROG\RXVKH¶GFRPHURXQG

ALICE

:HFRXOGQ¶WMXVWOHDYHKHU

FRANCIS

6KH¶GFRPHURXQGHYHQWXDOO\

ALICE

6KHZDVQ¶WVSHDNLQJVKHZDVQ¶WHDWLQJVKHZDVPHVVLQJWKH
VKHHWVVKH¶GMXVWGRLWZKHUHVKHZDVO\LQJ

FRANCIS

Make her clean it up.

ALICE

<RXFRXOGQ¶WPDNHKHUGRDQ\WKLQJ,WZDVOLNHWDONLQJWRD
vegetable, yoXNQRZ\RXFDQ¶WKDYHIRUJRWWHQ\RXZHUHMXVWDV
VFDUHGDVPHLWZDVDVLI\RXZHUHQ¶WWKHUHLWZDVDVLIVKH
ZDVQ¶WWKHUH6WLOOVKH¶VEHWWHUQRZ

FRANCIS
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ROBIN

Good.
[ROBIN swivels to face the front and jots down some notes.
FRANCIS buries his head in the newspaper.

Scene 3 (Now.)

[Pause. ROBIN addresses the audience.]

ROBIN

:KDW¶VWKHSRLQW":KDW¶VWKHSRLQW",JHWXS,ZDVKWKLV
VNLQWKLVVNLQZKLFKLVQRORQJHUFRPIRUWDEOHGRHVQ¶W
seem, right, anymore. I put on my clothes. Go to work. Eat.
Each day I do these things. And all the time I feel, am I entitled
to this? Why do I continue to do this? Why?

I keep going over it in my mind. The past, the then and now.
The present. How much now illuminates then. Casting a
different light. Making obvious the hidden.

,IHHODIRRO,GLGQ¶WVHHLWFRPLQJ+HUREVHVVLRQZLWKEXW
that is just what it seemed.

The truth is, the present changes the past. Then I was just
doing a job, well or ill, noZ,¶PDIRRODFXOSDEOHIRRO

The police, naturally, wanted to speak to me. I could read their
thoughts. Huh, sounds like something Dawn would have said.
%XWLWZDVZULWWHQRQWKHLUIDFHVVRFOHDUO\,WVDLGZK\GLGQ¶W
you, the one who is suppose to know, stop this, do something.
[Pause.]
7KH\NQHZLWDOOFRXOGVHHLWFOHDUO\EHFDXVHWKH\KDGQ¶WEHHQ
there.
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Scene 4 (Then.)

[DAWN enters the sitting room.]

ALICE

What was it like at the day centre today?

DAWN

Okay.

ALICE

Got on all right, did you?

DAWN

Yeah.

ALICE

Make friends?

DAWN

Friends?

ALICE

Yes, are they friendly?

DAWN

6¶SSRVHVR>3DXVH@7KH\¶YHJRWDPHWDOZRUNVKRS

ALICE

5HDOO\7KDW¶VQLFH

DAWN

,¶PPDNLQJDVFXOSWXUH

ALICE

7KDW¶VQLFHGHDU:KDWVRUWRIVFXOSWXUH"

DAWN

,W¶VVRUWRIKDOIURXQG

ALICE

Oh, one of those abstracts, is it.

DAWN

,W¶VKROORZ

ALICE

7KDW¶VQLFH

DAWN

,W¶VKDUGEXWWKH\¶UHKHOSLQJPHZLWKLW

ALICE

,¶PVXUH\RX¶OOJHWLWULJKWLQWKHHQG,W¶VDPD]LQJZKDWDOLWWOH
perseverance can do. [Pause.] Dawn?

DAWN

Yes?

ALICE

You like Mr&UDZIRUGGRQ¶W\RX

DAWN

Yes. HH¶VLQWHUHVWHGLQPH

ALICE

<HV,¶PVXUHhe is.

DAWN

He likes me.

ALICE

Yes, yes, lots of people like you.

DAWN

1RWKH\GRQ¶W

ALICE

Yes they do. [Pause.] Anyway, I was wondering, what sort of
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things do you talk about with Mr. Crawford?
DAWN

Stuff.

ALICE

Yes. And?

DAWN

Just stuff.

ALICE

,ZRXOGQ¶WZDQW\RXJLYLQJhim the wrong idea about us.

DAWN

[Silence.]

ALICE

3HRSOHRIWHQMXPSWRZURQJFRQFOXVLRQVGRQ¶WWKH\

DAWN

[Silence.]

ALICE

$Q\ZD\,¶PJODGZH¶YHKDGWKLVOLWWOHFKDW

Scene 5 (Then.)

>5RELQ¶VLQWHUYLHZURRP5RELQDQG'DZQVLWLQVLOHQFH@

ROBIN

<RXGRQ¶WKDYHWRWDONWRPH>%HDW@:HFDQMXVWVLWKHUH
[Robin and Dawn sit in silence.]

DAWN

[Silence.]

ROBIN

But if there is anything. [Beat.] Anything on your mind,
whatever it is, you can tell me.

DAWN

0\SDUHQWVGLGQ¶WZDQWPH

ROBIN

What makes you think that?

DAWN

I know. I know.

ROBIN

How do you know?

DAWN

I heard. When I was in the womb I heard them talking.

ROBIN

In the womb?

DAWN

Yes, yes, I remember, I have memories.

ROBIN

In the womb?

DAWN

Yes, yes, I remember them talking, talking about getting rid of,
µLW¶WDONLQJDERXWDQDERUWLRQ

ROBIN

What did they say?

DAWN

They couOGQ¶WGHFLGH7KH\NHSWWDONLQJLWRYHUDQGWKH\
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FRXOGQ¶WPDNHXSWKHLUPLQGV7KH\GLGQ¶WNQRZZKDWWRGRVR
,¶PKHUH%XWWKH\GLGQ¶WZDQWPHWKH\MXVWFRXOGQ¶WGHFLGH
ROBIN

How does that make you feel?

DAWN

I feel angry.

ROBIN

7KDWWKH\GLGQ¶Wwant you?

DAWN

7KDWWKH\FRXOGQ¶WPDNHXSWKHLUPLQGV>%HDW@:K\FRXOGQ¶W
they decide?

ROBIN

,WFDQ¶WEHHDV\

DAWN

6¶SSRVHQRW

ROBIN

And you remember being in the womb.

DAWN

Yes.

ROBIN

[Beat.] What was it like?

DAWN

,GRQ¶Wwant to -

ROBIN

You must have some kind of -

DAWN

,I,WKLQNDERXWLW,FDQ¶WEUHDWKH,IHHOWUDSSHGVWLIOHG,GRQ¶W
want to think about it.

ROBIN

7KDW¶VRND\\RXGRQ¶WKDYHWRWDONDERXWLWLI\RXGRQ¶WZDQWWR

DAWN

[Silence.]

ROBIN

/HW¶VWDONDERXWVRPHRWKHr childhood memories.

DAWN

[Silence.]

ROBIN

Think of something nice.

DAWN

Nice?

ROBIN

Something pleasant [beat] from your past.

DAWN

,FDQ¶WUHPHPEHUDQ\WKLQJ

ROBIN

There must be something. Something vivid?

DAWN

[Pause.] I suppose I remember Dreamland.

ROBIN

:KDW¶V'reamland?
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DAWN

Dreamland is this amusement park in Margate. Every summer
ZHXVHGWRJRRQKROLGD\WR0DUJDWH0\SDUHQWVGLGQ¶WOLNH
Dreamland, too noisy, but I did.

ROBIN

What did you like about it?

DAWN

They had this man, KHJXHVVHG\RXUZHLJKWDQGHYHU\\HDU,¶G
go and have my weight guessed, and he always got it right. He
felt you all over, quickly, efficiently, impersonally, he felt your
bones through your skin. When he felt my bones I knew, for
the first time, I really existed.

Scene 6 (Then.)

7KHVLWWLQJURRP>3DXVH52%,1WXUQVWRWKHSDUHQW¶VDUHD@

ROBIN

What was she like as a child?

FRANCIS

She was always a good girl.

ALICE

Good girl.

FRANCIS

:DVQ¶WVKH

ALICE

Yes, she was a good girl.

FRANCIS

Never misbehaved much, did she.

ALICE

No.

FRANCIS

Just the usual.

ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

The usual things: nothing special.

ALICE

No.

ROBIN

Did she have many friends?

FRANCIS

Friends?

ROBIN

Friends.

FRANCIS

I suppose so.

ALICE

Yes, yes she had lots of friends.

FRANCIS

Popular.

Defining Dawn ± Colin Pink.

12

ALICE

She was popular.

ROBIN

What kind of friends?

ALICE

6KHNQHZORWVRISHRSOHDWWKHFKXUFKGLGQ¶WVKH

FRANCIS

Yes, lots. She loved to go to church. When she stopped going
WKHYLFDUVDLGKHGLGQ¶WNQRZKRZKHZDVJRLQJWRFRpe without
her.

ALICE

She helped in the Sunday school ± with the little ones.

ROBIN

I see.

FRANCIS

She had lots of friends. She was normal.

ALICE

Normal.

FRANCIS

Perfectly normal.

ALICE

Like us.

FRANCIS

I always thought she took after your mother.

ALICE

Really?

FRANCIS

Yes.

ALICE

Do you think so?

FRANCIS

Umm.

ALICE

,KDGQ¶WQRWLFHG,VXSSRVH±

FRANCIS

Anyway, she was normal.

ROBIN

No signs ±

FRANCIS

No signs at all.

ALICE

None.

ROBIN

I see. Did she often have friends round to the house?

ALICE

No.

FRANCIS

She could have.

ALICE

Of course she could have.

FRANCIS

%XWVKHGLGQ¶W
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ALICE

'LGQ¶WZDQWWR

ROBIN

Why do you think that was?

ALICE

,GRQ¶WNQRZ

FRANCIS

<RX¶GKDYHWRDVNKHUZRXOGQ¶W\RX

DAWN

They never liked my friends.

FRANCIS

She had some funny friends.

ALICE

But we put up with them.

DAWN

,W¶VDZRQGHU,KDGDQ\

ALICE

For her sake.

DAWN

Any at all.

FRANCIS

Bloody peculiar friends.

DAWN

They were so hostile.

FRANCIS

What was the name of that funny boy?

DAWN

Couldn¶WZDLWWRJHWRXW

FRANCIS

Never spoke.

ALICE

Michael.

DAWN

*RWVR,GLGQ¶WZDQWWRWDNHDQ\RQHKRPH

FRANCIS

0LFKDHO7KDW¶VLW+HQHYHUVSRNH

DAWN

In the end.

FRANCIS

We had to put up with a lot.

DAWN

It was like living in a prison.

FRANCIS

7KH\ZRXOGQ¶WHYHQVD\KHOOR

ALICE

Never spoke, most of them.

DAWN

H.M. Prison Priory Gardens.

FRANCIS

Just hear them thundering up the stairs. Always slammed the
door.

ALICE
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FRANCIS

Then the music would start up.

DAWN

I just wanted to be left alone.

FRANCIS

Always loud, way too loud. Thumping away. Unnecessary,
ZDVQ¶WLW"

DAWN

Be myself.

ALICE

Unnecessary, yes. Gave me a headache.

FRANCIS

I tried to talk to them. I did, GLGQ¶W,"

ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

%XW\RXFRXOGQ¶WJHWDQ\ZKere.

DAWN

Be left alone.

FRANCIS

7KH\MXVWZHUHQ¶WLQWHUHVWHG

DAWN

Be myself.

ROBIN

How did she get on at school?

FRANCIS

Okay.

ROBIN

,VHHVKHJRWµ$¶VLQDOOKHUVXEMHFWV

ALICE

6KH¶VYHU\FOHYHURXU'DZQ

ROBIN

You must have been very proud of her results.

ALICE

Yes, she was good at everything. She loved science,
mathematics, all those hard subjects, and she was good at the
arts too.

FRANCIS

Of course, book learning is one thing. But knowing how to get
WKLQJVGRQHWKDW¶VDQRWKHU,¶PPRUHSUactical, myself.

ALICE

The brains come from my side of the family.

ROBIN

Apart from her academic success was she happy at school?

ALICE

<HV\HV,WKLQNVRHYHU\RQHKDVXSVDQGGRZQVGRQ¶WWKH\
but she never mentioned any special problems.

ROBIN
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ALICE

1R1R,¶PVXUHVKHKDGQLFHIULHQGVDWVFKRRO

ROBIN

2QO\VRPHWLPHVLIVRPHRQH¶VDELWGLIIHUHQW-

FRANCIS

,¶PVXUHVKHILWWHGLQ

ALICE

She did come home with those bruises, that time.

FRANCIS

She told me she fell off her bike, on the way home.

ALICE

Anyway, she had a very happy childhood, on the whole. [beat]
,¶OOVKRZ\RX
[Alice brings out the family photograph album as proof.]
There are lots of lovely photos of Dawn in here. Happy
moments. I often have a look, to remind myself how things
were.
[Alice shows the album to Robin, leafing through it.]
This is Dawn when she was little. It was the first time she saw
VQRZ,¶GMXVWERXJKWKHUWKDWORYHO\FRDW
SFX [photo projection]

DAWN

[A frightened little Jewish boy holding up

Dawn aged 5. It is winter. She wears a

his hands as a Nazi soldier stands

long overcoat with big buttons all the way

nearby with his gun.]

down the front, and a woolly hat. She
peers up at the camera reluctantly, shy,
about to turn away.

ALICE

And here she is in Margate, on the beach.

FRANCIS

She loved playing in the sand.

ALICE

They have lovely sand at Margate, as you can see.
SFX

DAWN

[Burnt Vietnamese girl running naked

Dawn aged 10. On the beach. She

down a road after a napalm attack.]

wears a one-piece swimsuit made of
material which makes bobbly patterns all
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over her torso. It is her favourite thing.
Waves lap her feet, the water froths
around her ankles like little bracelets.
ALICE

And here she is again. So lively. Where did we take that one?

FRANCIS

,WZDVLQ\RXUPRWKHU¶VJDUGHQ,WZDV'DZQ¶VELUWKGD\

ALICE

Oh, yes, of course it was.
SFX

DAWN

>&ORVHXSRIFRUSVH¶VKHDGZLWKPRXWK

Dawn aged 8. She squints at the

open, revealing teeth.]

camera. The glare from the sun blinds
her. Her mouth forms an involuntary
sneer, revealing perfectly formed small
white teeth.

ALICE

$QGKHUH¶VRQHRIKHUDWVFKRRO<RX¶OOEHLQWHUHVWHGLQWKLVRQH
Looking very sophisticated. I helped her with the make-up.
They grow up so quickly these days, GRQ¶WWKH\
SFX

[Detail from the Isenheim Altarpiece,

DAWN
Dawn aged 14. She is wearing make up

-RKQWKH%DSWLVW¶VILQJHUSRLQWVJUDFHIXOO\ and the kind of outfit regarded as
DW&KULVW¶VPXWLODWHGWRUVR@

IDVKLRQDEOHDWWKHWLPH6KH¶VRQKHU
way to the school disco. She is smiling
but her eyes look worried.

ROBIN

Did she have many close friends at school?

ALICE

Oh, let me see . . .

FRANCIS

,W¶VKDUGWRWHOOLVQ¶WLW

ALICE

,¶PVXUHWKHUHZHUH:KDWZDVWKDWJLUO¶VQDPH"

FRANCIS

Milly?

ALICE

No, not Milly, the girl with the long blonde hair.
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FRANCIS

Jessica!

ALICE

<HVWKDW¶VLW-HVVLFD6KHZDVYHU\IULHQGO\ZLWK-HVVLFD

FRANCIS

A lovely girl.

ALICE

Yes, lovely girl. Unfortunately, she moved school and they lost
touch a bit after that.

FRANCIS

Yes, she was very nice.

ALICE

Her people moved away. And KHUH¶Vanother photo from school
days.

FRANCIS

7KDW¶VDVKRFNHU

ALICE

She was going through a rebellious phase when we took that.

FRANCIS

:K\¶GVKHKDYHWRJHWKHUKDLUFXWVRVKRUW"6KHKDd lovely
hair. What a waste. Makes her look like a boy.
SFX

DAWN

[A condemned man in handcuffs looks

Dawn aged 17. She sits on a bench and

out defiantly at the photographer

glances up at the camera. Her hair is

(Alexander Gardner portrait of Lewis

short. Her expression is blank. It says,

Payne 1865).]

you can photograph me if you want, but I
ZRQ¶WEHKHUHQRWPHQRWZKHQ\RX
want me.

Scene 7 (Then.)

>5RELQ¶VLQWHUYLHZURRP@

ROBIN

,KHDU\RX¶UHJHWWLQJRQZHOODWWKHGD\FHQWUH
[Pause. Dawn does not respond.]
Do you enjoy it?

DAWN

Yeah.

ROBIN

Good.

DAWN

[Dawn hesitates then quickly pulls out a package and shyly
hands it to Robin.]
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I made you something.
ROBIN

7KDQN\RX'DZQ7KDW¶VYHU\WKRXJKWIXORI\RX

DAWN

>3DXVH@$UHQ¶W\RXJRLQJWRRpen it?

ROBIN

Yes. Of course.
[Robin opens the package. It is a roughly sculpted clay figurine
of a naked woman with exaggerated breasts and genitalia.]
,W¶VORYHO\WKDQN\RX

DAWN

,NQHZ\RX¶GOLNHLW

ROBIN

<HVLW¶VORYHO\

DAWN

I made it specially for you.

ROBIN

Thanks. [Pause.] Shall we start?

DAWN

Okay.

ROBIN

How have you been getting on with your parents?

DAWN

[Silence.]

ROBIN

Has anything been bothering you . . . any thoughts.

DAWN

Yes.

ROBIN

Go on.

DAWN

,¶YHEHHQWKLQNLQJDERXWWhose wild boys?

ROBIN

What?

DAWN

Children who, somehow, you know, have been abandoned in
the wild and brought up by animals, or something.

ROBIN

Hard to believe.

DAWN

%XWLW¶VWUXHLWGRHVKDSSHQ

ROBIN

There seem to have been a few cases.

DAWN

And they find them: and they bring them back and make them .
. . make them civilised.

ROBIN
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DAWN

,IHHOVRUU\IRUWKHP:K\FDQ¶WWKH\OHDYHWKHP"7KH\¶UH
KDSS\ZKHUHWKH\DUHDUHQ¶WWKH\7KH\KDYHWRJRDQGVSRLOLW
all by trying to make them like them. In trying to make them like
them they make them unhappy.

ROBIN

Hmm.

DAWN

They were happy before.

Scene 8 (Then.)

[The sitting room.]

ROBIN

Would you say you were strict parents.
ALICE

Yes. [Laughs.]

FRANCIS
No. [Laughs.]

FRANCIS

:HOO«

ALICE

It all depends what you mean by strict.

FRANCIS

<HVH[DFWO\,I\RXDVNPHZHZHUHQ¶WVWULFWHQRXJK

ALICE

We were just . . . ordinary.

FRANCIS

Normal.

ALICE

Yes, normal.

FRANCIS

She had her freedom.

ALICE

Provided she lets us know where she was going.

FRANCIS

$QGGLGQ¶WVWD\RXWWRRODWH

ALICE

Naturally.

FRANCIS

:HOLNHURXWLQHRUGHU:H¶UHRUGHUO\SHRSOH:LWKRXWDURXWLQH
DQ\WKLQJFDQKDSSHQFDQ¶WLW7KHVHVRFDOOHGIULHQGVWKH\KDG
no routine, you could tell just by looking at them.

ROBIN

Yes, but ±

FRANCIS

May I illustrate?

ROBIN

What?

FRANCIS

0\SRLQW,¶GMXVWOLNHWRLOOXVWUDWHP\SRLQW
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ROBIN

Certainly.

FRANCIS

Every Sunday I wash my car.

ROBIN

Really.

FRANCIS

<HVHYHU\6XQGD\ZLWKRXWIDLO7KDW¶VURXWLQH<RXshould
VHHWKHVWDWHRIVRPHSHRSOH¶VFDUVQHYHUJHWZDVKHGIURP
RQHPRQWKWRWKHQH[W7KDW¶VP\SRLQW,I\RXGRQ¶WKDYHD
routine everything goes to pot.

ROBIN

About your daughter ±

FRANCIS

6KH¶VDQRWKHUH[DPSOH

ROBIN

What?

FRANCIS

Never could get her into a routine, could we?

ALICE

No.

FRANCIS

Her school work was all over the place.

ALICE

Still, she did it.

FRANCIS

Yes, she did it, eventually, but she had no routine.

DAWN

>6);GXULQJ'$:1¶VVSHHFK3URMHFWHGRQWRWKHEDFNZDOO
speeded up footage from a CCTV camera: people hurrying
along, cars speeding by.]
6XUYHLOODQFHVXUYHLOODQFH\RX¶UHXQGHUVXUYHLOODQFHZKHUHYHU
\RXJRZKDWHYHU\RXGR\RX¶UHXQGHUVXUYHLOODQFH$V\RX
walk down the street, stand at the corner and look left and right,
\RX¶UHRQFDQGLGFDPHUD\RX¶UHFDXJKWLQWKHOHQV\RX¶UHD
bug on their windshield; watchable, rewindable, admissible in
HYLGHQFH$V\RXWDSLQ\RXU3,1QXPEHUWKHUH¶VDOLWWOHOHQV
clocking you from an unflattering angle. Surveillance,
surveilODQFHDOZD\VVXUYHLOODQFH\RX¶UHXQGHUVXUYHLOODQFH
$QGLW¶VDOOIRU\RXURZQJRRG
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FRANCIS

I blame her friends. She had some peculiar friends.

DAWN

Sometimes I feel like an advert.

FRANCIS

They probably got her interested in all that stuff.

DAWN

%XW,¶PDOZD\VWKHEHIRUHDQGQHYHUWKHDIWHU

ALICE

6KH¶GQHYHU¶YHWKRXJKWRILWRQKHURZQ

DAWN

,¶PWKHJLUOZLWKVSOLWHQGV

ALICE

It was that boyfriend.

DAWN

,¶PWKHJLUOZLWKGU\KDLU

FRANCIS

He put all kinds of ideas into her head.

DAWN

,¶PWhe girl with greasy skin.

ALICE

I started to get worried when I found all those books, in her
room.

DAWN

They were always spying on me.

ROBIN

What sort of books?

DAWN

It was like living in enemy territory.

ALICE

+LVWRU\ERRNV,VXSSRVH\RX¶GFDOOWKHm.

ROBIN

7KDWGRHVQ¶WVRXQGXQXVXDO

ALICE

Well, they were all a certain type of book.

ROBIN

Yes ± and?

ALICE

She was obsessed with revolutionaries, terrorists, this Baader0HLQKRIWKLQJDOOWKDWNLQGWKDW¶VZKDWWKHERRNVZHUHDERXW

DAWN

Sometimes I feel like a pipe-bomb.

ROBIN

I see.

DAWN

Full of nails.

ALICE

It got me worried.

DAWN

Just full of nails, waiting to burst out.

ALICE

,WZDVQ¶WQRUPDO
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DAWN

,W¶VHDV\

ALICE

She was obsessed.

DAWN

,¶YHJRWWKH instructions

ALICE

It was unhealthy.

DAWN

On how to make one.

ALICE

7KDW¶VZKDW,WKRXJKW

DAWN

From the handbook.

ALICE

<RXWKRXJKWVRWRRGLGQ¶W\RX"

DAWN

But who needs instructions?

FRANCIS

Yes, I thought it was very odd.

DAWN

:KHQ\RX¶UHDSLSH-bomb waiting to go off.

ALICE

,GRQ¶WNQRZZK\VKHIRXQGLWVRLQWHUHVWLQJ

DAWN

,¶P'DZQ>EHDW@ignite me.

ALICE

[Pause.] I used to try and draw her out of herself. Get her
away from those morbid thoughts.
[Sudden flashback. To DAWN, as if calling up the stairs of their
home.]
'DZQ:K\GRQ¶W\RXFRPHGRZQWKHVKRSVZLWKPH"

DAWN

No thanks.

ALICE

&RPHRQLW¶OOGR\RXJRRG

DAWN

,GRQ¶WWKLQNVR

ALICE

&RPHRQ\RX¶OOOLNHLW

DAWN

,GRQ¶WZDQWWRJRVKRSSLQJ

ALICE

Keep me company.

DAWN

No.

ALICE

<RX¶OOOLNHLWwhen we get there. You always used to like going
shopping with me. We had some lovely times. I used to look
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IRUZDUGWRLWRXUOLWWOHRXWLQJVWRJHWKHU>3DXVH@:K\GRQ¶W\RX
come?
DAWN

Mum, I said no, I meant no.

ALICE

,GRQ¶WNQRZZKDW¶VJRWLQWR\RX:K\GRQ¶W\RXFRQILGHLQPH"
Is there something wrong?

DAWN

No.

ALICE

There must be something. Is it that boy?
ALICE

DAWN

,VWKDWZKDW¶VERWKHULQJ\RX"'RQ¶WOHWLW

[Rhythmically, without emotion.]

get you down. Plenty more fish in the

No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no.

sea. You need taking out of yourself. It
doHVQ¶WGRWREURRG,DOZD\VILQG
shopping helps.
ALICE

[To ROBIN.] She met this boy on holiday. That was the start of
LW+HZDVPRVWXQVXLWDEOHEXW,GLGQ¶WOLNHWRVD\DQ\Whing, she
was having so much fun. And Francis tends to overreact to
WKLQJV+HORVHVKLVWHPSHU,NHHSWHOOLQJKLPLWGRHVQ¶WGR
any good, losing your temper. But he takes no notice of me; he
thinks if he shouts loud enough people are going to take notice
RIZKDWKHVD\V:HOOLWGRHVQ¶WZRUNOLNHWKDWGRHVLW"<RX
know that.

FRANCIS

I do not lose my temper!

ALICE

,GLGQ¶WPHDQLWFULWLFDO

FRANCIS

Well it sounded critical!

ROBIN

:KDWGLG\RXWKLQNRI'DZQ¶VER\IULHQG"

FRANCIS

I never liked him.

ROBIN

Any particular reason?
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ALICE

It was him, that boy, he turned her mind. She was never the
same after she met him.

FRANCIS

He put all kinds of stupid ideas into her head.

ALICE

They used to sit up in her room for hours.

FRANCIS

Never knew what they were up to.

ROBIN

Did she go out with him for long?

FRANCIS

1R,VXSSRVHLWZDVQ¶WWKDWORQJ

ALICE

It felt long enough.

ROBIN

But you think he had a big influence over her.

FRANCIS

<HV,GR:HOO,¶PVSHFXODWLQJQDWXUDOO\,GRQ¶WNQRw what
WKH\VSRNHDERXWZKHQWKH\ZHUHDORQHWRJHWKHULWZDVQ¶WDVLI
we spied on them or anything, but I never trusted him, there
was just something about him.

ROBIN

Anything in particular?

FRANCIS

:HOODV,VDLGEHIRUHKHQHYHUVSRNH\RXFRXOGQ¶WJet
anything out of him. [ROBIN swivels to face the audience and
makes notes. ALICE reads.]

Scene 9 (Then.)

[Thoughts.]

DAWN

>7RKHUVHOI@,¶PZDONLQJGRZQDORQJFRUULGRUVRORQJ,FDQ¶W
see the end. All the rooms are empty. Nobody there at all. I¶YH
DUULYHGWRRODWHIRUWKHSDUW\DQGWKHUH¶VQRRQHWRWHOOPHZKHUH
WRJR,¶PQHYHUWKHULJKWJLUOLQWKHULJKWSODFH>3DXVH@,FDQ¶W
UHPHPEHUZK\,¶PKHUHEXW,NQRZWKHUHPXVWEHDUHDVRQ
7KHUH¶VDOZD\VDUHDVRQ,VQ¶WWKHUH

FRANCIS

[To hiPVHOI@6RPHEDVWDUG¶VJRQHDQGVFUDWFKHGWKHFDU,
noticed it when I was polishing her up this morning. Bastard! It
PDNHV\RXZRQGHULILW¶VZRUWKWU\LQJKDYLQJVWDQGDUGVQRERG\
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else does. [Pause.] I looked at the car, and I felt so sad. That
scUDWFKLWUHDOO\JRWWRPH7KHQ,VDLGWRP\VHOILW¶VMXVWDFDU
MXVWDFDU>3DXVH@%XWLW¶VWKHRQO\WKLQJLQP\OLIHWKDW¶VUHDOO\
PLQH>3DXVH@,¶GGRLWDOOGLIIHUHQWO\QRZ,I,KDGWKHFKDQFH
,¶GMXVWGRP\RZQWKLQJ,ZRXOGQ¶WJHWPDUULHG,ZRXOGQ¶W
KDYHNLGV,¶GMXVWGRWKLQJVIRUP\VHOI&DUHIUHH%HFDUHIUHH
What a thing! What a word! Carefree. [Pause.] I wish things
FRXOGEHDOOULJKW-XVWDOOULJKWWKDW¶VDOO,DVN
FRANCIS
,WLVQ¶WDORWWRDVNIRULVLW"

ROBIN
[To himself.] Sometimes I think, why
bother? What difference is it going to

ROBIN

make? Is anyone going to come out happier; saner; more . . .
complete? Why delve into all this . . . all this . . . mayhem. You
FDQ¶WFXUHSHRSOHRIOLIHFDQ\RX7he more I learn the less I
NQRZ,VQ¶WWKDWIXQQ\"%LJMRNH,VKRXOGODXJKEXW,GRQ¶W

ALICE

>7RKHUVHOI'XULQJWKLVVSHHFK'DZQFUDGOHVWKH³VFXOSWXUH´
she is making at the day centre in her arms like a baby.]
When you get married everyone expects you to have a baby,
ZDQWDEDE\QHHGDEDE\%XWWKH\GRQ¶WZDUQ\RXZKDWLW¶V
OLNHWKH\GRQ¶WWHOO\RXDQ\WKLQJ$QG\RXFDQ¶WLPDJLQH

DAWN

>3DXVH5RFNLQJWKH³VFXOSWXUH´OLNHDEDE\7RKHUVHOI@
,W¶VP\EDE\,FDQIHHOLWJURZLQJLQVLGHLW¶VZDLWLQJIRUWKH
PRPHQWWKHULJKWPRPHQW,¶PORRNLQJDIWHULW1XUWXULQJLW0\
JLIWLW¶VP\VHFUHWJLIW
>6KHKHDUVVRPHRQHDSSURDFKDQGKLGHVWKH³VFXOSWXUH´6KH
turns the pages of a photograph album on her desk.]

ROBIN
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DAWN

,W¶VP\SKRWRJUDSKV

ROBIN

Really.

DAWN

My favourites.

ROBIN

Can I see them?

DAWN

No.

ROBIN

Why not? Are they secret?

DAWN

No.

ROBIN

Family photos?

DAWN

My family. Baader-Meinhof family.

ROBIN

Let me see them?

DAWN

<RXGRQ¶WZDQWWRVHHWKHP

ROBIN

Yes I do. Show them to me.

DAWN

'¶\RXUHDOO\ZDQWWRVHHWKHP"

ROBIN

Yes, of course.

DAWN

All right.
[As they look at the photograph album the relevant photograph
is projected onto the back wall.]
7KLVLV,UHQH*RHUJHQVVKH¶VVRSUHWW\,ZLVK,ZDVDVSUHWW\
DVKHUVKH¶VJRRGDWGULYLQJJHWDZD\FDUVDQGUHVFXLQJSHRSOH

ROBIN

I see.

DAWN

They all have their own special skills, see. This is Gudrun
Ensslin, she was good at starting fires and blowing things up.

ROBIN

Really.

DAWN

And this is Holger Meins. He was good at robbing banks,
shooting the police and blowing things up! [Pause.] He starved
himself to death in prison.

ROBIN
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DAWN

He rejected eveything, everything.

ROBIN

Tell me, Dawn, what is it you find so attractive about them?

DAWN

They broke the rules.

ROBIN

Is that good?

DAWN

<HV<HVLW¶VJRRGIRUPH,DOZD\VIROORZHGWKHUXOHVWKDW¶V
where I went wrong.

ROBIN

What goes wrong, when you follow the rules?

DAWN

<RXGRQ¶WH[LVWQRWDQ\PRUHZKHQ\RXIROORZWKHUXOHVDOOWKH
WLPH7KDW¶VZKDW,GLG,KDGQRH[LVWHQFH,KDGWRIROORZWKH
UXOHVVRWKDWSHRSOHZRXOGQ¶WQRWLFHPXVWQ¶WOHWSHRSOHQRWLFH
\RX¶UHGLIIHUHQWWKH\¶UHHDV\WRIRROWKH\ZHUH fooled, they
EHOLHYHG,H[LVWHGEXW,NQHZ,GLGQ¶WQRWUHDOO\

ROBIN

7KHUHDUHORWVRIUXOHVDUHQ¶WWKHUH'DZQ

DAWN

Yes.

ROBIN

%XWWKH\¶UHQRWDOOWKHVDPH7KHUXOHVWKH%DDGHU-Meinhof
broke, they were different rules. They killed people.

DAWN

Yes.

ROBIN

What do you think about that?

DAWN

[Silence.]

ROBIN

I think what they did was futile. What do you think?

DAWN

I like it.

ROBIN

Why?

DAWN

7KH\GLGQ¶WSOD\WKHJDPH

ROBIN

What game?

DAWN

(YHU\RQHSOD\VWKHJDPH:KDW¶VLQLWIRUPHwhat chance
have I got, what are the odds?

ROBIN
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DAWN

2KWKDW¶VZKDWSHRSOHGR

ROBIN

%XWWKH\GLGQ¶W"

DAWN

They had impossible odds and did it anyway. They took on the
ZKROHFRXQWU\7KH\GLGQ¶WFDUHDERXWZKDWWKHodds were,
they just did it.

ROBIN

,VQ¶WWKDWXQUHDOLVWLF"

DAWN

Yes!

ROBIN

And you find this ±

DAWN

,OLNHLW,OLNHLWWKDWWKH\GLGQ¶WFDUHWKDWZKDWWKH\ZHUHGRLQJ
was . . . was destined to fail . . . was, was attempting the
impossible.

ROBIN

But they murdered people . . . terrorised a whole nation.

DAWN

Yes!

ROBIN

And you think that is . . . heroic?

DAWN

<HV7KH\GLGQ¶WFDUHLIWKH\GLHG7KH\MXVWGLGLW
>52%,1WXUQVWRWKHSDUHQW¶VDUHD'$:1WRWKHDXGLHQFH@

DAWN

Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin liked burning down
department stores. All those goodies, all that merchandise,
consumer durables, fashion accessories, soft furnishing,
lingerie, all those bargains, objects of desire, all gone. Knocked
down, cut price, limited offer, special discount, everything must
go, sale, sale, sale!

Scene 10 (Now.)

Sitting Room.

FRANCIS

,QHDUO\GLGQ¶WDQVZHUWKHGRRU,WKRXJKWLWZDVUHSRUWHUVDJDLQ
Then I thought it might be the police.

ROBIN

Thank you for seeing me. [Awkward pause.] I had to come.
To see you. Again.
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FRANCIS

It seems strange. Seeing you. Now. It was always about
Dawn.

ROBIN

Yes.

ALICE

,W¶VVWLOODERXW'DZQ

ROBIN

I wanted to see if I could help.

FRANCIS

Help?

ROBIN

<HV,NQRZLWVHHPV,NQRZLW¶V-

ALICE

Past help.

ROBIN

If this is too painful for you, I could always -

FRANCIS

1R6WD\6WD\LI\RXOLNH>3DXVH@,GRQ¶WNQRZZKDWZHFDQ
say now.

ALICE

7KHUH¶VQRSRLQWWDONLQJDERXWLW,W¶VRYHU

ROBIN

Sometimes talking can help.

ALICE

:H¶YH done talking. Talking did no good.

FRANCIS

'RQ¶WXSVHW\RXUVHOI$OLFH>7R52%,1@:HDOOGLGRXUEHVW
:HGLG<RXGLG,W¶VDOOWKDWFDQEHH[SHFWHGLVQ¶WLW

ROBIN

Yes.

ALICE

You know what it was like. You know what Dawn was like.
You know VKHGLGQ¶WPHDQDQ\KDUPQRWUHDOO\6KHZDVMXVW
she was very confused about things.

ROBIN

7KDW¶VULJKW

ALICE

You ask yourself. Could I have done anything, done something
GLIIHUHQWVRPHWKLQJWRPDNHDGLIIHUHQFH%XW\RXGRQ¶WNQRZ
do you, you QHYHUNQRZWKDW¶VWKHSUREOHP\RXJRWKURXJKOLIH
. . . not knowing.

FRANCIS

'RQ¶WXSVHW\RXUVHOI

ALICE

,FDQ¶WVWRSWKLQNLQJDERXWLW,GRQ¶WZDQWWRWKLQNDERXWLWEXW,
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MXVWFDQ¶W±
FRANCIS

There, there ±

ALICE

6WRS,FDQ¶WDOZD\V,¶PDOZD\V ±

FRANCIS

'RQ¶WGLVWUHVV\RXUVHOI

ALICE

:KDWDP,VXSSRVHGWRGR'RQ¶WGLVWUHVV\RXUVHOI'RQ¶W
GRQ¶WRK*RGZKDWWKHQFDQ,GR"

FRANCIS

,GLGQ¶WPHDQ±

ALICE

<RX¶GMXVWOLNHPHWRVKXWXS

FRANCIS

Now then ±

ALICE

%XW,GRQ¶WZDQWWRVKXWXS,GRQ¶WZDQWWRVKXWXSDQG,GRQ¶W
want to have to say anything, I just wish things were . . . right . .
WKHZD\WKH\¶UHVXSSRVHGWREH

Scene 11 (Then.)

[DAWN in her room. To the audience.]

DAWN

(YHU\ERG\¶VPDGHRIJODVV%XW\RXFDQ¶WWHOOWKem or they
WKLQN\RX¶UHPDG7KH\¶UHOLNHWKRVHOLWWOHJODVVDQLPDOVLQ
PXP¶VFDELQHW,FDQVHHULJKWWKURXJKWKHP%XW,PXVWQ¶W
WRXFKWKHP,I,WRXFKWKHPWKH\¶OOEUHDN

ROBIN

[Enter ROBIN.] Your parents are worried about you.

DAWN

They worry about everything.

ROBIN

:K\GR\RXWKLQNWKH\¶UHZRUULHG"

DAWN

,W¶VZKDWWKH\¶UHVXSSRVHGWRGR

ROBIN

What?

DAWN

,W¶VZKDW¶VH[SHFWHG7KH\DOZD\VGRZKDW¶VH[SHFWHG

ROBIN

'R\RXWKLQNWKDW¶VDOOLWLV"

DAWN

3DUHQWVDUHVXSSRVHGWRZRUU\7KDW¶VZKDWWKH\¶UHWKHUHIRU,I
WKH\GRQ¶WZRUU\WKH\GRQ¶WFDUHGRWKH\

ROBIN
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DAWN

,ZRQ¶WGRZKDWWKH\ZDQW

ROBIN

$QGWKDW¶VLW"

DAWN

,DOZD\VKDYHWRGRZKDWWKH\ZDQW,I,GRQ¶W,¶PQRW'DZQDQ\
more.

ROBIN

What?

DAWN

,I,GRQ¶WGRZKDWWKH\VD\,¶PQRW'DZQ7KH\VD\WKDW¶VQRW
RXU'DZQ'DZQLVQ¶WOLNHWKDWRXU'DZQZRXOGQ¶WEHKDYHOLNH
WKDWRXU'DZQZRXOGQ¶WGUHVVOLNHWKDWRXU'DZQZRXOGQ¶W
speak like that, our Dawn.

ROBIN

%XW\RX¶UHQRWWKHLU'DZQ

DAWN

1R,¶PQRW,¶PQRWWKHLU'DZQ>3DXVH@,¶PQRW\RXU'DZQ
either.

ROBIN

Whose Dawn are you?

DAWN

,GRQ¶WNQRZ

ROBIN

Does it worry you?

DAWN

I want to find out, I do. I will find out.

ROBIN

Do you want me to help you?

DAWN

No. [Pause.] Can I ask you a question?

ROBIN

Yes, of course you can.

DAWN

Do you like your job?

ROBIN

I beg your pardon?

DAWN

This. Your job. Do you like it?

ROBIN

Yes. I suppose I do. I find it . . . interesting.

DAWN

Interesting?

ROBIN

Yes.

DAWN

,GRQ¶W

ROBIN

What?
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DAWN

,GRQ¶WILQG\RXUMRELQWHUHVWLQJ

ROBIN

:HOO\RX¶UHQRWVXSSRVHGWR±

DAWN

I want to stop now.

Scene 12 (Then.)

Sitting room.

ROBIN

Why do you think Dawn is interested in the Baader-Meinhof
gang?

ALICE

,VXSSRVHVKHWKLQNVLW¶VH[Fiting.

FRANCIS

She wants to shock.

ALICE

,GRQ¶WNQRZZKDWVKHVHHVLQWKHP,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKH\¶UHYHU\
glamorous. They all had spots.

FRANCIS

Dawn had spots.

ALICE

<HVPD\EHWKDW¶VLW>3DXVH@,VXSSRVHWKH\ZHUHTXLWH
exciting.

FRANCIS

Murdering people!

ALICE

Well, driving around in stolen cars, planting bombs, shooting
guns, like Bonnie and Clyde.

FRANCIS

They want to grow up, all of them.

ROBIN

What are your memories of Dawn, as a little girl?

FRANCIS

She was such a lovely child, our Dawn. So many happy
memories; playing in the sand, running round the garden, I
used to love watching her.

ALICE

She was such a lovely child. She used to love playing with her
Father.

FRANCIS

Yes.

ALICE

You always played a lot. She preferred playing with you, I
remember feeling jealous, you looked so happy together. Then
it suddenly stopped.
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FRANCIS

Did it?

ALICE

Yes, I remember, I remember Dawn coming up to me and
VD\LQJ:K\ZRQ¶W'DGG\SOD\ZLWKPHDQ\PRUH"

FRANCIS

Did she? Did she say that?

ALICE

Yes, I must have told you.

FRANCIS

,GRQ¶WUHPHPEHU

ALICE

6KHZDVTXLWHXSVHWDWWKHWLPH%XWVKHGLGQ¶WJLYHXSVKH
kept climbing up, wanting to play, but you pushed her away.

FRANCIS

I was probably busy.

ALICE

She was quite upset. She used to like playing with you so
much. [To ROBIN.] Then he suddenly stopped.

FRANCIS

,GRQ¶WUHPHPEHUWKLV

ALICE

I do.

FRANCIS

<RXFDQ¶WNHHSSOD\LQJIRUHYHU

ALICE

,WZDVQ¶WWKDW

FRANCIS

What?

ALICE

She used to climb all over you. I remember her sayinJ,¶P
going to climb on Daddy.

FRANCIS

She thought I was a mountain.

ALICE

You were a mountain, her mountain.

FRANCIS

Yes, well.

ALICE

%XWWKHQ\RXZRXOGQ¶WOHWKHUFOLPERQ\RXDQ\PRUH

FRANCIS

:HOOLW¶VQRWDOZD\VHDV\LVLWEHLQJFOLPEHGRQ

ALICE

Of course, we never saw eye to eye on how to bring up Dawn.

FRANCIS

What?

ALICE

We had different approaches.

FRANCIS

,W¶VQHZVWRPH
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ALICE

:HOO\RXGRQ¶WOLVWHQGR\RX"

FRANCIS

Not listen?

ALICE

1R,NQRZ\RXGRQ¶WOLVWHQVR,¶YHJLYHQXSWrying.

FRANCIS

Of course I listen.

ALICE

No.

FRANCIS

This is ridiculous.

ALICE

2QFH\RX¶YHPDGHXS\RXUPLQG

FRANCIS

I do nothing but listen.

ALICE

$QHDUWKTXDNHFRXOGQ¶WVKDNHLW

FRANCIS

Nothing but listen to nonsense.

ALICE

+H¶VVRVWXEERUQ

FRANCIS

Listen, listen, listen.

ALICE

<RX¶UHQRWOLVWHQLQJQRZ

FRANCIS

,IWKHUHZDVVRPHWKLQJZRUWKOLVWHQLQJWR,¶GOLVWHQ

ROBIN

[Awkward silence.]
What were things like in the early days, bringing up Dawn?

ALICE

Oh, all right, no problems really. She was a good baby.

FRANCIS

<HVVKHVOHSWDORWGLGQ¶WVKH

ALICE

Yes, she was quite easy, you could say.

FRANCIS

It was only later.

ALICE

A lot later.

FRANCIS

,RIWHQZRQGHUZKHWKHUWKDWWKLQJ\RXKDGGLGQ¶WDIIHFW'DZQ
more than we realised at the time.

ALICE

What?

FRANCIS

The thing.

ALICE

2K,VKRXOGQ¶WWKLQNVR

ROBIN

:KDWVRUWRIµWKLQJ¶ZDVWKLV"
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ALICE

It was nothing, really.

FRANCIS

It was serious at the time.

ALICE

:HOO,ZDVYHU\LOO,ZDVODLGXSZDVQ¶W,DIWHUKDYLQJ'DZQ

FRANCIS

6KHFRXOGQ¶WFRSH

ALICE

I was ill.

FRANCIS

'DZQVWD\HGZLWK$OLFH¶VPRWKHUIRUDELW

ALICE

,ZDVVRLOO,FRXOGQ¶WJHWRXWRIEHG,MXVWOD\WKHUH

FRANCIS

I was busy working, of course.

ALICE

,WZDVDQLJKWPDUH,WFRXOGQ¶WKDYHKDSSHQHG at a worse time.

FRANCIS

I used to go around and visit Dawn every evening, after work.

ALICE

Gradually I got better.

FRANCIS

7KHQ,¶GFRPHKRPHDQGORRNDIWHU$OLFH

ALICE

Then we had Dawn home again.

FRANCIS

It was all go then.

ALICE

,W¶VQRWVRPHWhing I like to remember.

ROBIN

Interesting. [Pause.] Would it be all right if I got to see Dawn
now?

ALICE

Yes, of course.

Scene 13

[Exit ROBIN. ALICE hesitates, waiting until she is sure ROBIN
is out of earshot. To FRANCIS.]

ALICE

Why did you tell him that!

FRANCIS

I thought it might help.

ALICE

Some help you are.

FRANCIS

He was going to ask anyway, I could tell.

ALICE

-XVWEHFDXVHVRPHERG\DVNVGRHVQ¶WPHDQ\RXKDYHWRWHOO
them!

FRANCIS
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ALICE

We never speak of it, you know we never speak of it.

FRANCIS

Sorry.

ALICE

,W¶VQRXVHVD\LQJVRUU\QRWQRZ\RX¶YHWROGKLP now.

FRANCIS

[Faintly.] Sorry.

ROBIN

[ROBIN swivels so he is facing the front. To himself.]
,QHDUO\GLGQ¶WWDNHRQWKLVFDVH
It came at a time . . . a time when I was . . . questioning . . .
after the break-up with Kay.
God that was a mess.
7KHUH¶VVRPHWKLQJLQWULJXLQJDERXW'DZQ
At a . . . at a personal level she both attracts and repels. She
reminds me of a feral cat, one of those strays that turn up and
want food and affection but are too nervous, to untrusting, to
get it.
,¶PDZDUHRIFRXUVHRIFHUWDLQIHHOLQJVIHHOLQJVZKLFKVKH
. . . we . . .
Typical examples of transference, in many ways.

DAWN

[To the audience.]
Robin said KH¶OOWDNHPHWR0DUJDWH:H¶OOZDONDORQJWKH
EHDFK7KHUHZRQ¶WEHDQ\RQHDURXQG1RRQHDWDOO1RWD
VRXO:H¶OOKDYHWKHEHDFKWRRXUVHOYHV$QGKH¶OOKROGPH
HH¶OOWRXFKPHDOORYHUDQG,¶OONQRZLW¶VUHDO$OOUHDO$OZD\V
The sun will set. The sea. The sea . . . the sea, it will keep
FRPLQJDQGJRLQJDQGZH¶OOEHWKHUHIRUHYHURQWKHEeach,
just the two of us. And KH¶OOVKRZPHHYHU\WKLQJ$QG,¶OOOHDUQ
HYHU\WKLQJ,WZLOODOOEHDOOULJKW7KDW¶VKRZLW¶OOEH

Scene 14 (Then.)
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FRANCIS

:H¶YHGLVFXVVHGWKLVDQGWKHUH¶VVRPHWKLQJZHWKLQNZHVKRXOG
tell you.

ROBIN

Yes?

FRANCIS

Well, I know this must sound odd but . . . Dawn is telepathic.
>3DXVH@6KHFDQUHDGSHRSOH¶VWKRXJKWV

ROBIN

Read thoughts?

FRANCIS

<HVZHWHVWHGKHUGLGQ¶WZH

DAWN

(YHU\ERG\¶VZDWFKLQJ\RX

ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

We did some experiments.

DAWN

All the time.

ROBIN

What kind of experiments?

ALICE

We had to keep an eye on her.

DAWN

All the time.

FRANCIS

We started to worry what she might do.

ALICE

<RXFDQ¶WEHWRRFDUHIXO
FRANCIS

It was all for her own good

DAWN
It was all for my own good.

ROBIN

What kind of experiments?

FRANCIS

:HOO,¶GEHUHDGLQJWKHQHZVSDSHUOLNHWKLVDQG'DZQZRXOG
be in the room. But I was only SUHWHQGLQJWRUHDGUHDOO\,¶GEH
directing my thoughts at her. It might be, oh, it might be, say
she was biting her nails ± she had a habit of biting her nails a
lot ± DQG,¶GWKLQN6WRSWKDW$QG'DZQVKH¶GVD\6WRSVWRS
stop it, stop doing it. >7R$/,&(@7KDW¶VULJKWLVQ¶WLW

ALICE

Yes.

ROBIN

I see.
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FRANCIS

Other times I really would be reading the newspaper, to myself,
in my head, not aloud, and Dawn would say: Same old news,
same old things. And that was just the thought that was going
WKURXJKP\KHDGDWWKHWLPH>3DXVH@8QFDQQ\LVQ¶WLW

Scene 15

>5RELQ¶VLQWHUYLHZURRP@

DAWN

The Baader-Meinhof group believed in Free Love.

ROBIN

Did they.

DAWN

They lived in a commune. One happy family. Doing it.

ROBIN

Those kind of ideas aUHUDWKHURXWRIGDWHWKHVHGD\VDUHQ¶W
they.

DAWN

They thought the family was just another part of the State
DSSDUDWXVRIUHSUHVVLRQ7KH\FKRVHWKHLUIDPLO\WKH\GLGQ¶W
just get stuck with it like everyone else. My parents think sex is
bad.

ROBIN

What makes you think that?

DAWN

,W¶VREYLRXV7KHZD\WKH\WDONDERXWLW7KHZD\WKH\ORRN
when something comes on the tele.

ROBIN

3HUKDSVLW¶VDVXEMHFWWKH\ILQGHPEDUUDVVLQJ

DAWN

Yeah.

ROBIN

It embarrasses lots of people.

DAWN

But not you.

ROBIN

Pardon?

DAWN

,WGRHVQ¶WHPEDUUDVV\RX

ROBIN

No.

DAWN

%HFDXVH\RX¶UHDSURIHVVLRQDO,W¶V\RXUMRELVQ¶WLWWRGHOYHWR
creep and crawl into all those places, all those filthy dirty hidden
OLWWOHSODFHVZKHUHSHRSOHGRQ¶WZDQWWRJR
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ROBIN

I wouOGQ¶WSXWLWOLNHWKDW

DAWN

<RX¶UHDVRUWRIVHZHUZRUNHUUHDOO\

ROBIN

No.

DAWN

'LUW\MREEXWVRPHRQH¶VJRWWRGRLWHK"

ROBIN

7KHUH¶VQRWKLQJGLUW\DERXWVH[

DAWN

No?
(Pause.)
,GRQ¶WVXSSRVHDQ\WKLQJVKRFNV\RX,H[SHFW\RX¶YHKHDUGLW
all, seen it all, all that stuff. What sort of things do your clients,
\RXU³FXVWRPHUV´JHWXSWR"

ROBIN

,W¶VFRQILGHQWLDO

DAWN

Shame. I could do with a good story. Go on, just a quick one.

ROBIN

<RXZRXOGQ¶WOLNHLWLI,WROGRWKHUSHRSOHDERXWRXU
conversations, would you.

DAWN

No.

ROBIN

7KDW¶VZK\WKH\¶UHFRQILGHQWLDO

DAWN

1LFHLVQ¶WLW.QRZLQJLW¶VDOO³FRQILGHQWLDO´1LFHDQGFRV\\RX
and me.

ROBIN

Exactly.

DAWN

'R\RXWKLQN,¶PDWWUDFWLYH"

ROBIN

<RX¶UHDYHU\SUHWW\\RXQJZRPDQ

DAWN

D¶\RXWKLQNVR"5HDOO\"<RX¶UHQRWMXVWVD\LQJWKDW

ROBIN

No.

DAWN

3HRSOHVD\WKLQJVMXVWEHFDXVHLW¶VZKDWWKH\WKLQN\RXZDQWWR
hear.

ROBIN

<RX¶UHYHU\DWWUDFWLYH

DAWN

<RXZRXOGQ¶WOLHWRPH"
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ROBIN

No.

DAWN

'¶\RXZDQWWRNLVVPH"

ROBIN

What?

DAWN

Kiss me. You can, if you like.

ROBIN

No.

DAWN

I thought you said I was attractive!

ROBIN

You are attractive.

DAWN

Go on then.

ROBIN

It would not be right.

DAWN

Why not?

ROBIN

,WZRXOGEHLW¶VQRWVRPHWKLQJ

DAWN

Bet you want to really.

ROBIN

Regardless of what I may or may not want, which is beside the
point -

DAWN

Go on.

ROBIN

,W¶VDJDLQVWWKHUXOHV

DAWN

,ZRQ¶WWHOO1RRQH¶GNQRZ,W¶GEH³FRQILGHQWLDO´

ROBIN

No. I like you Dawn, I do like you, and I want to help you -

DAWN

Then kiss me.

ROBIN

,FDQ¶WGRWKDW

DAWN

7KHQ\RXFDQ¶WKHOSPH

ROBIN

Dawn -

DAWN

-XVWDNLVV7KDW¶VDOO,ZDQW,W¶VMXVWDOLWWOHWKLQJ

Scene 16 (Then.)

[The sitting room.]

ALICE

You like Mr&UDZIRUGGRQ¶W\RX

DAWN

His QDPH¶V5RELQ

FRANCIS

On first name terms are we? Very pally, I must say.
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DAWN

,W¶VKLV name.

ALICE

Yes, yes, of course it is. I expect they all call one another by
WKHLUILUVWQDPHVGRQ¶WWKH\

DAWN

Robin.

FRANCIS

+H¶V0U. bloody Crawford to me; always will be.

DAWN

Like a bird.

FRANCIS

HH¶VQRWEORRG\ELUG-like if you ask me. Coming round here,
snooping, stomping about in his trendy boots.

ALICE

I thought he was very nice.

FRANCIS

<RXWKLQNHYHU\ERG\¶VQLFH

ALICE

7KHUH¶VQRQHHGWR-

FRANCIS

Jack the bORRG\5LSSHUFRXOGFRPHURXQGDQG\RX¶GVD\KH
was nice.

ALICE

No need to have an argument.

FRANCIS

,ZDVQ¶WDUJXLQJ,ZDV-

DAWN

He is like a bird.

FRANCIS

What?

DAWN

HH¶VIUHH

FRANCIS

:H¶UHDOOµIUHH¶
[Silence.]

DAWN

HH¶VJRLQJWRWDNHPHWR0Drgate.

FRANCIS

Why Margate?

DAWN

I want to show him Dreamland.

Scene 17 (Then)

[Margate. SFX Sound of seagulls and waves on the shore.]

ROBIN

So. This is it.

DAWN

I so wanted you to see it.

ROBIN

This is your favourite place?
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DAWN

,W¶VFKDQJHGDELW. Since I was a kid.

ROBIN

I bet.

DAWN

'RQ¶WEHOLNHWKDW/RRNDWWKHVHD)HHOWKHVDQGunder your
feet,W¶VVRSXUH

ROBIN

Pure?

DAWN

<HVSXUH&DQ¶W\RXIHHOLW"2K\RXZLOO,¶PVXUH\RXZLOOIHHO
it, when you see things through my eyes, it will all be different.
Come on, I want to show you Dreamland!
[Dawn runs across stage. Robin follows. Dawn halts suddenly.
Robin almost bumps into her.]

DAWN

'UHDPODQG¶VJRQH

ROBIN

7KHUH¶VQRVXFKWKLQJDV'UHDPODQG

DAWN

But there was, there was, it was here.

ROBIN

,W¶VDOOLQ\RXULPDJLQDWLRQ

DAWN

No. No. It was real, real, it was all real.

ROBIN

<RXZDQWWRNQRZZKDW¶VUHDO"
[Silence.]
You. MH+HUH1RZ7KDW¶VZKDW¶VUHDO(QMR\WKHUHDOLW\

DAWN

<RXWKLQN,¶PVWXSLG

ROBIN

No.

DAWN

Yes, you do.

ROBIN

1R,GRQ¶W

DAWN

Do, do, do.

ROBIN

'RQ¶WDFWOLNHDFKLOG

DAWN

,¶OOGRZKDW,OLNH

ROBIN

,ZRQ¶WVWD\KHUHLI\RXEHKDYHOLNHDOLWWOHJLUO

DAWN

But you must believe me.
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ROBIN

Why?

DAWN

%HFDXVHLW¶VWUXH

ROBIN

[Imitating her tone.]
%HFDXVHLW¶VWUXH
[Pause.]
So juvenile.

DAWN

Why are you being so mean to me?

ROBIN

Why, why, why, why anything?

DAWN

,MXVW,MXVWGRQ¶WGRQ¶WXQGHUVWDQG

ROBIN

'RQ¶WFU\

DAWN

[Crying.]
,¶PQRWFU\LQJ

ROBIN

No, of course not. %LJJLUOVGRQ¶WFU\GRWKH\"

DAWN

Shut up.

ROBIN

Now, now.

DAWN

Now fucking what?

ROBIN

You can be really crude at times; do you know that?

DAWN

Huh.

ROBIN

[Silence.]

DAWN

Look at me.

ROBIN

[Silence, ignores her.]

DAWN

Look at me.

ROBIN

[Looks.]

DAWN

What do you see?

ROBIN

You.

DAWN

So?

ROBIN

I see a beautiful young woman who is [beat] confused.
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DAWN

<RX¶UHWKHRQHZKR¶VFRQIXVHG

ROBIN

Is that so?

DAWN

Yes, yes, it is so.

ROBIN

Really?

DAWN

Really.
[Pause.]
You think you know. You think you know so much. And you do.
<RXNQRZORWVRIWKLQJV7KDW¶VZKDW,OLNHDERXW\RX+RZ\RX
KRZ\RXNQRZWKLQJV%XW\RXGRQ¶WNQRZHYHU\WKLQJ6RPH
things I know better than you. Like Dreamland. I know so much
more about Dreamland than you.

ROBIN

Then teach me.

DAWN

Teach you?

ROBIN

Yes.

DAWN

Me? You?

ROBIN

<HV7HDFKPH,¶PZDLWLQJWROHDUQ,ZDQWWRNQRZZKDW\RX
know. I want to see what you see.

DAWN

I knew it! I knew it! I knew this place would be special. Would
be different.

ROBIN

And it is.

DAWN

<HV\HVLWLV,W¶OODOOEHDOOULJKW,W¶OODOOZRUNRXW,IRQO\,FDQ
explain Dreamland to you. If only I could make it real for you.

ROBIN

Go on.

DAWN

As real as it is for me. As real as can be.

ROBIN

Go on.

DAWN

,¶OOVKRZ\RXHYHUything.

ROBIN

,¶PHDJHUWROHDUQ
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DAWN

,¶OOVKRZ\RXLWDOO$QG\RX¶OO-

ROBIN

Feel it?

DAWN

Yes, yes you will.

ROBIN

Smell it?

DAWN

>/DXJKV@2IFRXUVH\RX¶OOVPHOOLW

ROBIN

Touch it?

DAWN

7KHUH¶VQRWKLQJZLWKRXWWRXFK,NQRZ,¶YHOLYHGVRORng without
touch. But now everything is different. Everything is touch.
[They embrace, kiss. Dawn is enraptured, Robin holds back a
little.]

Scene 18

[Sitting room. Francis and Alice. Francis looks at his watch.]

FRANCIS

When are they getting back?

ALICE

'RQ¶WNQRZ

FRANCIS

'LGQ¶WKHWHOO\RX"

ALICE

No. No specific time.

FRANCIS

6HHPVIXQQ\WRPH&DQ¶WVHHWKHSRLQWRIJRLQJWR0DUJDWH

ALICE

Dawn always liked Margate.

FRANCIS

We only went because it was cheap.

ALICE

<RXGRQ¶WKDYHWRUHPLQGPH

FRANCIS

,W¶VDOO,FRXOGDIIRUGWKHQ

ALICE

I know.

FRANCIS

,I,FRXOG¶YHDIIRUGHGPRUH\RX¶G¶YHKDGLW

ALICE

I know, dear. We used to enjoy ourselvesGLGQ¶WZH.

FRANCIS

2IFRXUVHLWZDVEHWWHULQWKRVHGD\V,KHDULW¶VDELWUXQGRZQ
now.

ALICE

ThHUH¶VDOZD\VWKHVHDDLU

Scene 19 (Then.)

>52%,1¶6LQWHUYLHZURRP52%,1DQG'$:1@
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ROBIN

<RXUSDUHQWVWHOOPH\RX¶YHVWRSSHGJRLQJWRWKHGD\FHQWUH

DAWN

[Silence.]

ROBIN

7KH\PLVV\RXDWWKHGD\FHQWUH>3DXVH@'LGQ¶W\RXOLNHLW"

DAWN

No.

ROBIN

I thought you liked it. Your mother said you looked forward to
going.

DAWN

,¶YHFKDQJHGP\PLQG

ROBIN

Has something happened, at the day-centre, that \RX¶GOLNHWR
tell me about?

DAWN

No.

ROBIN

I thought you liked doing the metal work a lot.

DAWN

&DQ¶WZHWDONDERXWVRPHWKLQJLPSRUWDQW"

ROBIN

,¶GOLNH\RXWRVWDUWJRLQJDJDLQ

DAWN

,ZRQ¶W

ROBIN

,IVRPHWKLQJ¶VERWKHULQJ\RX±

DAWN

7KHUH¶VQRWKLQJQRWKLQJµERWKHULQJ¶PH,¶PILQHILQHUHDOO\,
GRQ¶WQHHGthe fucking day centre! I need you.
[Awkward pause.]
:K\GRQ¶WZHJRDZD\"

ROBIN

What?

DAWN

,ZDQWWROHDYHKRPH,¶YHKDGHQRXJK

ROBIN

,¶OOVHHLI,FDQJHW\RXDSODFHLQDKRVWHO

DAWN

,GRQ¶WZDQWWROLYHLQDKRVWHO,ZDQWWRPRYHLQZLWK\RX

ROBIN

Really, Dawn, be realistic.

DAWN

But I thought you liked me?

ROBIN

I do.

DAWN

Well then.
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ROBIN

,KDYHQ¶WJRWDQ\URRP

DAWN

You promised.

ROBIN

,VDLGPD\EH>EHDW@:H¶OOVHH

DAWN

7KDW¶VZKDWSHRSOHDOZD\VVD\

ROBIN

,FDQ¶WVD\-

DAWN

When they want to get out of something.

ROBIN

,¶PVRUU\,¶PQRWUHDG\

DAWN

:K\GRSHRSOHDOZD\VOLH":K\FDQ¶WWKH\EHKRQHVW",
thought you were different.

ROBIN

Dawn, listen -

DAWN

1R<RXOLVWHQ<RX¶UHWKHVDPHDVHYHU\RQHHOVH<RXMXVW
OLNHWRSUHWHQG\RX¶UHGLIIHUent. I hate you.

ROBIN

Dawn, I . . .
[Exit DAWN.]

Scene 20 (Then.)

[DAWN in her bedroom. She stares at herself in a mirror,
adopting various provocative poses, running her fingers through
her hair and along her body. As she performs in front of the
mirror.]

DAWN

:HFRXOG¶YHOLYHGLQ0DUJDWH

,ZRXOG¶YHORRNHGDIWHU\RX

Dreamland.

Real-land.

Dreamland.
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:HFRXOG¶YHOLYHGLQ'UHDPODQG$QGZH¶GEHVRUHDO,¶GEH
UHDO\RX¶GEHUHDOit would all be real.

Real love, not fake love, not pretend love, but real love.

,¶GIHHO\RXUERQHVWKURXJK\RXUVNLQDQG,¶GNQRZ,¶GJXHVV
your weight. The weight of your soul. And it would be sooo
heavy, so heavy,¶GQHYHUHYHUOLIWLWRUOHDYHLW,¶GSOHDVHLW
never leave it.
$1*5< %XWQRZ«EXWQRZQRZLW¶OOQHYHUKDSSHQ

[DAWN smashes the mirror.]

,¶OOPDNH\RXZLVK\RXQHYHUPHWPH%HW\RXGR%HW\RXGR
Bet you do already.

3/($',1* 'RQ¶WOHDYHPH

,¶PKXUWLQJ'RQ¶WOHDYHPH&DQ¶W\RXVHH"&DQ¶W\RXVHH"
&DQ¶W\RXVHH"

$1*5< ,¶OOVKRZ\RX,¶OOWZLVW\RXUKHDGRII,¶OOVKRZ\RX

<RXFDQVHHZKDW¶VLQVLGHRIPHFDQ¶W\RXFDQ¶W\RX,¶OOVKRZ
\RXZKDW¶VLQVLGHRI\RX
,¶OOWZLVW\RXUKHDGRII,¶OOWZLVW\RXUKHDGRII,¶OOUHDFKLQUHDFK
LQUHDFKULJKWLQDQG,¶OOSXOORXW\RXUVRXOVHH\HDK,¶OOSXOORXW
\RXUVRXODQGWKHQ\RX¶OOVHHWKHQ\RX¶OOVHHWKHQ\RX¶OOVHHmy
LQMXULHVWKHQ\RX¶OOVHHmy injuries!
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Scene 21 (Then.)

[ALICE and FRANCIS talk to ROBIN in the sitting room. DAWN
is in her bedroom.]

ALICE

We had to keep an eye on her.

FRANCIS

You never knew what she might do.

ALICE

It was for her own good.

FRANCIS

For her protection.

ALICE

$Q\WKLQJFDQKDSSHQFDQ¶WLWWKHVHGD\V

FRANCIS

We had to keep a watch on her for her own good.

DAWN

Spying, they were spying.

FRANCIS

She accused us of spying on her.

DAWN

Always spying.

FRANCIS

Of course we denied it.

DAWN

Undercover.

FRANCIS

She was completely paranoid. Accusing us of something like
that.

DAWN

You have to learn to be cunning.

FRANCIS

6KHZDVQ¶WWo be trusted, you see, making wild accusations like
that.

ROBIN

:K\GLG\RXIHHO\RXFRXOGQ¶WWUXVWKHU

FRANCIS

She was always getting into trouble.

ALICE

:HOO,GRQ¶WWKLQNLW¶VDTXHVWLRQRIWUXVW

FRANCIS

Unsuitable people.

ALICE

,GRQ¶WWKLQNZH GLGQ¶WWUXVWKHU

FRANCIS

She used to let boys take advantage of her. She was too
trusting.

ALICE

Yes, she was very trusting.

FRANCIS

Prepared to believe anything people told her.
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ALICE

,PHDQLW¶VQRWDOOEDGEXW±

FRANCIS

I used to tell her.

ALICE

<RXFDQEHWRRWUXVWLQJFDQ¶W\RX

FRANCIS

People are always up to something.

ALICE

Take it too far.

FRANCIS

<RX¶YHJRWWRZLVHXSWRZKDWWKH\¶UHXSWR

ALICE

Some people can be too suspicious.

FRANCIS

:KDW¶VWKDWVXSSRVHGWRPHDQ"

ALICE

You make people nervous.

FRANCIS

Who, me?

ALICE

<HV\RX¶UHVRVXVSLFLRXVRIRWKHUSHRSOHLWPDNHVWKHP
nervous.

FRANCIS

1RQHHGWREHQHUYRXVLIWKH\KDYHQ¶WJRWDQ\WKLQJWRKLGH
[Trying to get ROBIN on his side.]
<RXXQGHUVWDQGWKDWGRQ¶W\RX

ALICE

All the same, you can carry it too far, sometimes.

FRANCIS

,WDOZD\VFRPHVGRZQWRP\IDXOWGRHVQ¶WLW

ALICE

,GLGQ¶WVD\WKDW

FRANCIS

Well it sounded like it.

ALICE

,GLGQ¶WPHDQLWWKDWZD\

FRANCIS

>7R52%,1@'RQ¶W\RXWKLQNLWVRXQGHGOLNHWKDW"

DAWN

,¶PWLFNLQJ&DQ\RXKHDULW"7KHWLFNLQJ,FDQ,FDQKHDULW
DOOWKHWLPH6RPHWLPHV\RXPLJKWWKLQNLWLVQ¶WWKHUH%XWLWLV
I know. I can feel it. Inside. The ticking inside. Like a clock.
Weighing time.

Scene 22 (Then.)

[ALICE, FRANCIS and ROBIN in the sitting room. DAWN in
her bedroom.]
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ALICE

:HWKLQNVKH¶VEHWWHUQRZGRQ¶WZH"

FRANCIS

Yes, much better.

ALICE

Thanks to you.

ROBIN

,W¶VVWLOOHDUO\GD\V

ALICE

She thinks the world of you.

DAWN

7KH79¶V ZDWFKLQJPH,W¶Vreporting back. It thinks it can get
PH%XWLWFDQ¶W,¶PRQWRLW,NQRZZKDWLW¶VXSWR,NQRZ

ALICE

%XWWKLQJVDUHPXFKHDVLHUQRZ<RX¶YHFDOPHGKHUGRZQ

ROBIN

:H¶OOKDYHWRVHHKRZWKLQJVJR

FRANCIS

,IRQO\VKH¶GVWDUWJRLQJWRWKHGD\centre again.

DAWN

>7RKHUVHOI@0HQLQVXLWV,W¶VDOOGRZQWRPHQLQVXLWV
>3DXVH@$QGZRPHQLQVXLWVWKHPWRR>3DXVH@:KDW¶V
XQGHUWKRVHVXLWV",I\RXSHHODZD\WKHIDEULFZKDW¶V
XQGHUQHDWK",I\RXSHHODZD\WKHVNLQZKDW¶VEHQHDWKWKH
skLQ",¶GOLNHWRSOXFNRXWWKHLUKHDUWDQGKROGLWXSWRWKHPDQG
VD\ORRN\RX¶UHMXVWDQDQLPDODIWHUDOOORRNDWLWWKUREZDWFKLW
SXOVDWHLW¶VZRUNLQJKDUGMXVWOLNH\RX

ALICE

Perhaps you could persuade her?

ROBIN

She has to make her own deciVLRQV,W¶VJRRGIRUKHUWRIHHO
independent.

DAWN

[DAWN reads from a brochure.]
Industry leaders will be speaking on the subject of the new
dawn in global markets. Key-note addresses from prominent
politicians, leading industry experts and management gurus
promises a most memorable annual global markets conference.
[Puts down brochure.]
Sounds perfect!
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>:KLOHVSHDNLQJ'$:1JHWVRXWWKH³EDE\-ERPE´ZKLFKVKH
made at the day centre, and straps it to herself while describing
it. She slips a maternity dress on over it and walks down into
the audience.]
The baby bomb was invented by Dierk Hoff for the BaaderMeinhof gang. The bomb is shaped like a swollen belly.
Strapped to the body of a female member of the gang it made
her look pregnant and could be smuggled into targets without
raising suspicion. No awkward packages to attract attention.
Nobody suspects a pregnant woman. A pregnant woman has
other things on her mind. Perfect. The perfect solution.

[Lights up in the auditorium, which becomes the venue for the
Global Markets conference. The audience are the delegates.
Video projection onto back wall of bar charts, graphs, business
presentation style imagery, company logos, all switching
rapidly. Echoey voice over of announcer.]

Recorded V.O.

Will delegates please make their way to seminar room 3 where
WKHVHPLQDURQµ7KH*OREDO(FRQRP\Far East markets and
<RX¶LVDERXWWREHJLQ

,QVHPLQDUURRPµ)LQDQFLDO0DQDJHPHQWIRUD1HZ&HQWXU\¶
will begin at 3:30 p.m.

[Recordings of industry speak voices. The speakers at the
conference. A mixture of American and British accents. Fade
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down when DAWN starts speaking so that the audience can
hear her.]

Recorded V.O.

Future proofing investment is the only way to maintain market
share and increase productivity while at the same time
maintaining flexibility in a market which is becoming ever more
volatile.

We are not selling, we are building relationships. A selfrenewing customer base is essential for constant growth.

Constant growth can only be leveraged by consistently
exploiting competitive advantage.

Recording V.O.

DAWN

[Volume fade down so we hear Dawn

[DAWN walks slowly through the

above the recording.]

audience.]

Renewal and resource management will

,W¶VHDV\HYHU\RQHPDNHVZD\IRUD

underpin our continued efforts to ensure

SUHJQDQWZRPDQ,¶PDFDUHHUJLUO,

a cleaner, healthier and more profitable

NQRZZKDW¶VZKDW,ZDQWHYHU\WKLQJ

future for all our partners.

DQG,NQRZ,¶PHQWLWOHG,¶PLQKHULWLQJWKe
HDUWKDQGLW¶VDERXWWLPH,ZDQWDMRE
and a family, and I want to bring my baby
into the world, my gift from me to you.
,W¶VDQHZ'DZQ,W¶VDWPRPHQWVOLNHWKLV
\RXWKLQNDERXWHYHU\WKLQJ$QGLW¶VDOO
clear, so clear. Everything you ±

Defining Dawn ± Colin Pink.

54

[SFX: Complete blackout. Loud sound effects of explosion,
followed by crackling of fire, followed by screaming and sounds
of panic and confusion. Simultaneously the video projection on
the back wall changes from business graphics to a ball of fire
heading straight towards the audience.]
Scene 23 (Now.)

[Pause. When the lights come back up DAWN is a
disembodied VSHFWUDOSUHVHQFH,Q'$:1¶VURRPWKH%DDGHUMeinhof pictures are gone, only the stuffed toys remain. DAWN
observes the other characters but they cannot see her.
'$:1¶VSDUHQWVDUHWHDUIXOFRPIRUWLQJRQHDQRWKHU52%,1
sits with them. DAWN continues, calmly:]

DAWN

Everything you know, everything you see, everything you love,
everything you hate, everything.

FRANCIS

7KHUH¶VDOZD\VDQRWKHUGD\LVQ¶WWKHUH

DAWN

[While the other characters are talking DAWN quietly counts to
herself, slowly.]
One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten.

ALICE

One day at a time.

FRANCIS

7KDW¶VZKDWWKH\VD\

ALICE

,W¶VDOO\RXFDQGR

ROBIN

,¶P so sorry.

FRANCIS

How could we know? How could anyone know?

ALICE

She was very clever.

FRANCIS

You feel so guilty. All those people dead, because of our
Dawn.

ALICE

Too clever for her own good.

FRANCIS

How can we face the neighbours?
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ALICE

Everybody knows.

FRANCIS

They all stare.

ALICE

I get pointed out to people at the supermarket.

FRANCIS

7KH\GRQ¶WVSHDNDQ\PRUHMXVWVWDUH

ALICE

,W¶VJRWVR,GRQ¶WOLNHJRLQJVKRSSLQJDQ\PRUH

FRANCIS

How could she do this to us?

ALICE

6KHGLGQ¶WPHDQ WR6KHGLGQ¶WPHDQDQ\KDUPQRW'DZQQRW
our Dawn.

DAWN

:KHQ\RX¶UHZLWKVRPHERG\ZKHQ\RX¶UHZLWKVRPHERG\WKHQ
\RXNQRZ\RXNQRZZKDW\RXDUHZKHQ\RX¶UHZLWKVRPHERG\

FRANCIS

She was always good at science, chemistry, things like that.

ALICE

6KHOLNHGQXPEHUVGLGQ¶WVKH

FRANCIS

Yes, she liked numbers.

DAWN

<RXNQRZZKDW\RX¶YHJRWZLWKDQXPEHU

ROBIN

Well, thank you for seeing me.

FRANCIS

It was good of you to come round.

ROBIN

It was the least I could do. Let me know if you need any help.

FRANCIS

Thanks, yes, we will.

ROBIN

Do you want to talk some more?

FRANCIS

No.

ALICE

,WZRQ¶WEULQJ'DZQEDFNZLOOLW

ROBIN

No.

FRANCIS

2IFRXUVHLWZRQ¶W

ALICE

Nothing will bring her back.

ROBIN

Have you been referred for bereavement counselling?

ALICE

What?

ROBIN

Counselling, for bereavement.
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ALICE

Yes.

FRANCIS

:HGRQ¶WZDQWLW

ROBIN

,W¶VWKHUH:KHQHYHU\RXQHHGLW,QFLUFXPVWDQFHVOLNHWKHVHLW
can often be . . . very difficult.

ALICE

Difficult. Yes, difficult.

ROBIN

,¶GEetter be going.

FRANCIS

Goodbye. [To ALICE.] Alice.

ALICE

Goodbye.

DAWN

'RQ¶WJR

FRANCIS

,VXSSRVH\RX¶YHJRWDWUDLQWRFDWFKRUVRPHWKLQJ

ROBIN

,¶YHJRWWKHFDU
[ROBIN gets up to leave. He is accompanied off the stage by
FRANCIS and ALICE during the following dialogue.]

DAWN

:K\¶UH\RXOHDYLQJ",KDYHQ¶WILQLVKHG\HW

ROBIN

,I,JRQRZ,¶OODYRLGWKHWUDIILF

DAWN

<RXFDQ¶WJRQRZ

FRANCIS

<HVWUDIILFFDQEHPXUGHUFDQ¶WLW

DAWN

Listen to me!

ROBIN

Yes.

DAWN

:K\GRHVQ¶WVRPHERGy listen to me?

FRANCIS

Specially round here.

DAWN

You must listen to me.

FRANCIS

,W¶VQHYHUEHHQWKHVDPH
FRANCIS

DAWN

ever since they introduced the one way

3OHDVHGRQ¶WJROLVWHQ<RXPXVWQ¶W

system.

leave me!

FRANCIS
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DAWN

'RQ¶WOHDYHPH
FRANCIS

DAWN

7KH\VD\LW¶VµLPSURYHPHQWV¶

[Calling after them.]

[Exit all the characters. DAWN alone on

3OHDVHGRQ¶WJR/LVWHQWRPH/RRNDW

stage.]

me. Touch me. Touch me. You have to.
0XP'DG'RQ¶WJR'RQ¶WLJQore me.
5RELQ,GRQ¶WZDQWWREHDORQH6SHDNWR
me. Look at me. Talk to me. Please.
'RQ¶WJR'RQ¶W,¶OOEHJRRG,SURPLVH
'RQ¶W±

[BLAZING WHITE LIGHT ± CUT TO
BLACK.]

END
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